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David Crystal

presents

‘The English

tone of voice’

Join us at the University of Huddersfield’s
beautiful St Paul’s Hall for a celebration of
language and linguistics.

David Crystal - linguist, academic, and Babel’s Linguistic
Consultant - will be marking the occasion with a

public lecture on the English tone of voice. Exploring
this neglected dimension of the English sound system,
Crystal will discuss how although we do not usually
associate phonetics with sex, spies, and Star Wars, these
worlds are unavoidable when we carry out a linguistic
analysis of tone of voice.

This FREE event is open
to the public and Babel
readers are warmly
welcomed. Please book
your place by contacting
editors@babelzine.com
(put BABEL LECTURE in
the subject bar).

University of

HUDDERSFIELD

Inspiring tomorrow’s professionals
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X Pull-out poster What kind of linguist am I?
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There are no right answers, only answers!)

CHOOSE YOUR THREE ANSWERS AND FOLLOW THE TRAILS TO YOUR ISM

Which of these two statements represents your
view of language best?

Which of these two statements represents your

view of language best?

C

Which of these two statements represents your
view of language best?

Al
Language is mostly
already in our heads
when we are born.
We have language
because we have a

language-ready brain.

A2

Language is mostly
learned from other

people. We only have

language because we

have to work together
with other humans.

Bl
Language is
something only
humans have, no
other animal has a
signalling system
anything like it.

Cl

Language is mostly
about thought. It

is mainly used for
thinking, and only a
small fraction is used

for speaking and

\

listening.
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id you know
that many
grammars of
the English
language
were written
by non-native speakers during
the early twentieth century?

A Modern English Grammar on
Historical Principles

Part Hl of jesperson's encylopedic work on English grammar.
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Bas Aarts explains why the Danish
linguist Otto Jespersen was such an
influential grammarian of English.

Otto Jespersen

1860-1943

The best known grammars are
Etsko Kruisinga's A Handbook of
Present-Day English (1909-32),
Hendrik Poutsma’s A Grammar
of Late Modern English (1904-
29), and Otto Jespersen’s A
Modern English Grammar on
Historical Principles (1909-49).
What's remarkable about
these grammars is that they
are huge, and that they were
published in several volumes.
One reason for their bulkiness
was that their authors used
thousands of examples from
literary texts to illustrate points
of grammar. These days we
would say that these works
were corpus-based, i.e. based on
large collections of texts called
corpora. Just think how much
work collecting these examples
involved for the scholars who
wrote these grammars. Not only
did they have to trawl through
countless works of literature
published over a large span of
time to find them, they also
had to record the examples by
copying them by hand onto slips
of paper or by using a traditional
typewriter. They then had to
devise a sensible filing system
to ensure that the data could be
retrieved easily. This typically
involved using old shoeboxes.
And they had to do all this before

“Just think how much
work collecting these
examples involved

for the scholars who
wrote these grammars.
Not only did they

have to trawl through
countless works of
literature published
over a large span of
time to find them, they
also had to record the
examples by copying
them by hand onto
slips of paper or by
using a traditional
typewriter.”

they could begin writing the
grammars themselves. In our
computer age it's hard to imagine
that collecting data could have
been so time-consuming for
scholars.

It is generally agreed that of
all the grammarians mentioned
above Jespersen was the
greatest. He was born on 16
July 1860 in Randers, eastern
Jutland, Denmark. As a student
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