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6SSEL045 – Language Origins 
Lecture 4 Interactive: Why do we all have infantile amnesia? 

We are born without the capacity to lay down memories, and only begin to store 
long-term memories after age one. Long-term autobiographical memories 
(memories about ourself), only begin to be stored when we are four or even older. 
What evolutionary purpose does this infantile amnesia serve, and what causes it? 
 

 

 


